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Priest’s Message

Welcome to our 96th Annual Greek Festival and the celebration of our parish’s feast of
the Assumption (Dormition) of the Virgin Mary.

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of our parishioners, what began many years
ago as a small Greek picnic has transformed into a 3-day full-fledged festival. Whether
you are attending for the first time or are returning to visit us again, we invite you to
experience for a weekend here in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, the depth of the Orthodox
Christian tradition and the magic of Greece from which this originated.

We invite you first of all to visit our worship to understand how this tradition of life in
Christ is the source of everything else we do. There will be tours of the church given by
me at certain times so be sure to check the schedule (the schedule is taped to the
church entrance) in order to experience the genuine Byzantine architecture and
iconography of our church as well as our recently installed traditional marble floor. In
my tours I will explain the symbolism of the church architecture and iconography and
how this communicates to us the biblical theology and message of Christianity in a
tangible way. We invite you to then tour the grounds and experience a world
reminiscent of the Greek Islands. We invite you to enjoy our Greek hospitality, food and
pastry, as well as Greek music and dancing. Our famous dance troupe will be
performing at specific times so be sure to consult the schedule in order to enjoy this
unique experience. Regarding the food, you shouldn’t miss the gyro or souvlaki! ... not
to mention some awesome Greek pastries topped off with a frappe (Greek iced coffee).
You especially need to try our baklava cheesecake which is a unique recipe that is
found only here in Pawtucket. It is the invention of our late parishioner Tina Georgitsis
and will always be served in her memory. Be sure to stroll through our “Agora” (Greek
marketplace) where you can find Greek trinkets as if you were in Athens or on the
Greek Islands.

We hope you enjoy our Festival! We look forward to hosting you and hope you come
again and again year after year!

May the Lord Jesus Christ protect you and yours through the intercessions of the Virgin
Mary, the very Mother of God who is the patron saint of our beloved parish.

Rev. Dr. Philip Zymaris



A Message from your Festival Co-Chairpersons:

Welcome to our 96th Annual Greek Festival, a three-day event celebrating the nameday
of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island. It truly “takes a village” to put on such an event. The 2023 Festival Committee is
honored to have the opportunity to be a part of this year’s Festival.

Our Festival is a feast of the senses. We encourage you to take in the sights, the sounds
and, of course, the aromas and tastes of our delicious cuisine, pastries, and beverages.
It has also been a group effort where our parishioners have come together to give their
time, talent and resources in order to make our 2023 Festival a success. We thank
everyone for their energy, support, patience and generosity!!!

So come on in, have something to eat and drink, take a walk around or Greek
Marketplace, stop into our Kafenio for a Greek coffee, watch the Greek Pride Dance
Troupe perform and have a great time. OPA!!!

Sincerely,
Brian Gerace and Sophia Augoustakis
Co-Chairpersons of the
2023 Greek Festival Committee



With Gratitude and Thanks to our Donors and Volunteers

Our Grecian Festival is our largest fundraiser throughout the year. It allows our parish
to grow and continue our religion, culture, and community for generations to come.

Without the help of every one of our donors and volunteers, this festival would simply
not be the success it has become over the years.

So many of our parishioners and friends of our parish have donated food, money,
various supplies, knowledge and most of all, their time and effort.

All of them are the fabric and heartbeat that make up what is our Grecian Festival.
While it is impossible to name them all individually, please know we thank all of you
from the bottom of our hearts.



Welcome To Our Festival



Schedule of Events

Friday,
August 18

Baking Demonstrations:
Learn how to make
Baklava!

Dance Performances by
Elliniki Yperiphania
(Greek Pride of RI)

Saturday,
August 19

Church Tours

Baking Demonstrations:
Learn how to make
Spanakopita!

2:00 PM
& 5:00 PM

3:00 PM

6:00 PM

4:00 PM
& 7:00 PM

Dance Performances by
Elliniki Yperiphania
(Greek Pride of RI)

7:00 PM

Baking Demonstrations:
Learn how to make
Baklava!

Dance Performances by
Elliniki Yperiphania
(Greek Pride of RI)

Sunday,
August 20

Church Tours

Baking Demonstrations:
Learn how to make
Spanakopita!

2:00 PM
& 5:00 PM

3:00 PM

6:00 PM

4:00 PM
& 7:00 PM
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Best Wishes!
Festival 2023











Best Wishes and Continued
Success To Your Parish and
All Your Community Events

Rev. Father Andrew G. George
PROTOPRESBYTER



Rev. Father Nickolas Lanzourakis

PRESBYTER



Church of the Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Parish of Greater Providence

175 Oaklawn Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920
401-942-4188

www.annunciationri.org

http://www.annunciationri.org/




In Memory of
Arthur and Demetra Demou

Their Loving Children and
Grandchildren









mailto:gpm@gianfrancescolaw.com


https://www.downeastcoffee.com/


IN LOVING MEMORY THOMAS SOUKAS













Emily Soukas & Family



Angeliki Lysikatos
Panayiotis Lysikatos

Theodora Amfilo
Dimos Amfilo

Sophia Pulas Amfilo



Best wishes for a
successful Festival!

Ken Carlson,
Andrea Vastis
Lily & Shuwei

In Loving Memory
of Our Parents

Andrew & Vasiliki Vastis
Vasilio & Vasiliki Vergakis

George & Pauline Vastis





Follow us on
Social Media!

@greekfestivalri

Snap
Tag

Share

@greekfestivalri

2023

https://twitter.com/assumptionri
https://www.facebook.com/AssumptionRI/
https://www.instagram.com/assumptionri/


2023 Parish Council

A sincere thank you to everyone in our Parish who supported our efforts throughout
the year in the many activities and responsibilities of our Church.

President
George Karalis



Vice President

Nick Vellopoulos



Secretary
Olga Limnios



Treasurer

Mike Karavolis



Assistant Treasurer
Brian Gerace



Members:

Triantafillio Foussekis
Vasileios Papavasiliou

Eleni Katsios
Jean Soukatos
Golfo Katsios

George Panagos
Rev. Dr. Philip Zymaris, Ex Officio



History of the Church

The Greek community in Pawtucket began somewhere near 1896 with six to ten
young men who emigrated from Greece. They rented halls and houses to hold
Divine Liturgy services whenever a priest was available. 

By 1910, the community had grown to about 75 members. This small community
raised a grand total of $750 towards a church, and in 1911 property was bought
on George Street for this purpose. (Present home of Hampton Inn).

The first Parish Council, consisting of seven members, was formed on February
22, 1912, at which time the Assumption Church received a religious corporation
charter from the State of Rhode Island. In November 1912 the cornerstone was
laid on the George Street site. On June 13, 1914, by-laws were written, and the
church was given its official name, “Hellenic Orthodox Church of the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary.”

In 1925, the community purchased property on Armistice Boulevard (then
known as Brook Street) as a cemetery for the church.

In 1952 the community bought 27 acres of land on River Road in Lincoln to be
used for church outings. Urban Renewal displaced the George Street church, and
on May 30, 1966, ground was broken at 97 Walcott Street, the former Ott
Mansion. Services were held at the renovated chapel in the former carriage
house on the property, and in January 1967 construction of the present church
began. The Mansion House was renovated for offices and living quarters for the
priest and his family. The parish grew to its present size of 350 families.

This year, as we celebrate our Annual Festival, we are thankful for our growth.
We are a thriving parish. Our youngsters attend Sunday School and are enriched
in our faith, and they learn the Greek language and culture at our Greek School.
GOYA provides activities for our youth. We have a renowned Dance Troup. Our
Philoptochos Society supports its church and many other philanthropies. We are
a strong presence in the community, locally and regionally. In 2012 we proudly
celebrated our 100th Anniversary. We are proud of our past and look forward to
a prosperous future.




