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Nomads by tradition harking
back 30 centuries to the Dorian

Invasion: wandering far and wide over
the face of the globe, the Greeks in their
meanderings somehow did not hit the
trail leading to Rhode Island until 21
years ago. It was then that the first
Hellenite came to this state o take up a
temporary abode in Pawtucket.

In the little more than two decades
that have since intervened the Greeks
population has grown with such steadi-
ness and stability that recently the Met-
ropolitan of Athens added a second
priest to the Rhode Island service, ap-
pointing to the Church of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary at
Pawtucket, Rev. George Sakaleriou.
Papa George “Papa” being the equiva-
lent of “Rev. Father” in thc Roman
‘Church, had been officlating for the
Pawtucket community for little more
than a year, but he was without regular
and permanent appointment until now.

Five years after that first Greek came
to Pawtucket he made his home in
Weonsocket. Evenat thatlate day he was
about three years in advance of the first
Greeks to arrive in Rhode Island in any
considerable number. These, at
Pawtucket, established the largest Hel-
lenic colony in the State.

Pawtucket still holds the record for
the largest Greek colony, although there
are more representatives of the ancient
race in this time than are in any county.
More reside in Providence, but the
Greeks are well-scattered, the nearest
assemblance to a colony being on upper
Washington, near Dean Street. Newport
has quite asizeable colony, the members
of which are largely identified with lob-
ster fishery, their homes being on Long
Wharf.

The vanguard of the Rhode Island
Grecks was George A. Vaka. Ten years
before he came to this country there
were, he asserts, not to exceed a dozen of
his countrymen in the United States,

When Mr. Vaka went to Lowell in
1869 there was not another Greek in that
city. Now there are 10,000. There is a
Greek population in Boston approximat-
ing 9,000 and a total Hellenic population
in the country of 206,000.

Rhode Island’s quota of this racial
representation is about 2,500, It would
be nearly 500 greater were it not that,
moved by an intensely patriotic spirit,
many of the Greeks as “reservists” left
fortheirnative land last yearto give their
services in the war to be waged against
the Turks.

That was a splendid exhibition of pa-
triotism. A considerable number of
those who threw up lucrative employ-
ment to fight under the Greek standard
were naturalized citizens of the United
States. These not only offered their lives
upon the altar of Freedom from Turkish
invasion and domination, but they gave
of their accumulated savings for the
support of the war movement. The oth-
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ers, who were in the large majority, had
been in this country but a year or two,
some but a few months, These to get
where they could enter the Greek army
had to borrow money with which to pay
their passage home.

In a small way, comparatively, the
Rhode Island Greeks shared with their
compatriots resident in the United States
in contributing to the Greek war fund,
the total offerings being something like
$1,000,000. A single contribution for-
warded from Phlladclphla was
$100,000.

From all over the world was sent to
the mother country remitiances like
those sent out from Rhode 1sland, until
today there is by far a greater balance in
the Greek treasury than was ever before
known, so it is asserted by a Greek pub-
lication. It is explained that the Greek
govemnment has acknowledged each of
the subscriptions in the form of a certifi-
cate. These would be redeemed uponde-
mand at the cessation of hostitities, but
as one of the Rhode Island Greeks as-
serts, not one of these will ever be
cashed, The money was sent for a cause
and it was a free gift to be used whatever
way the Home Government might elect.
In years to come these certificates will be
treasured. It was said as souvenirs of a
great epoch in the history of the nation.

Of the patriots who rushed to Greece
from every direction and they and their
money came from surprising parts of the
world - Some Hellenites had taken up
their abode in Japan, China and even in
Africa, where it was not dreamed they
had settled -150 went from Providence
and a like number of Pawtucket. Since
their departure for the front but little has
been heard of their movements. The
initial information received was to the
effect that those who had not been natu-
ralized in this and other countries were
immediately assigned to regular armies.

The Greek Goverment, to avoid en-
tanglement sent the Americanized vol-
unteers to one side. They were assured

that the Government Berge
could assume no control
over them, but that if they so
elected they might fight as an
independent body. One illustration
which has come out of the war belt
shows an independent organization pro-
ceeding to the front, with the American
flag camried on the left of the Greek
standard.

That regiment participated in the

“recent attack upon and capture of the

Turkish city of Jamina. There was a
considerable loss of life in engagement,
hence tidings are now anxiously looked
for from the front by the Greeks of Provi-
dence and Pawtucket.

The Greeks of Rhode Island were
rejoicing over the splendid fighting done
by their compatriots at Janina, when they
were shocked by the intelligence that
King George of Greece had been assas-
sinated. A memorial mass was said at the
Church of the Annunciation last Sunday
and one will be celebrated at the
Pawtucket church today. Both edifices
were appropriately decked in black and
purple, the official mouming colors.

The Greek settlement in Rhode Is-
land began about 1900-1. Prior to that
period a few Hellenites had come out of
the mother country, lured by informa-
tion published in the home newspapers
of the successes the vanguard had met
with in New York, Philadelphia and
Boston. This information was based
upon communications that had been sent
home by the successful pursuers after
the American dollar. It was picked up
and carried into the newspaper officers
just as relatively important neighbor-
hood news dribbles into the sanctums of
the country editors in this land.

As one of the principal Greeks in
Pawtucket says, the Hellenic race has
even been obsessed with the idea of

. seeking better business conditions. The

]f)rl‘l)blication of those wonderful stories
m America aroused his countrymen
and caused them, he explains to seek

Church of the
Arvnunciafion
ar. Imith Street

Sakalariow,

George ANaka , First
Greek to Settle in Hii State

their fortunes here.
Later there were
other causes contrib-
uting 10 the Greek
advance upon the
United States. One of
these was the decline
of the current business
among the Macedoni-
ans of the Peloponne-
sians living in Arcadia
and inthe vicinity of Pa-
Lras.
There was a great
overproduction of cur-
rants, the price steadily de-
clined and the substitution of
some other kind of fruit by the
distillers of ardent spirits seemed to
knock the Bottom out of that industry.
The vineyards were not keptup an;i there
appearing to be no opportunity for ac-
q?upgng competences gn that line a gen-
eral hegira to this country ensued.

Thus the Peloponnese came to
Pawtucket and there laid the foundation
for a Greek colony which monopolizes
the tenement houses in an area included
portions of Pleasant Street and
Pawtucket and East Avenues. The
Providence Greeks are almost exclu-
sively Spartans, or Lacedamonians.

Almost every Greek coming out was
of the middle class and, therefore, a
laborer. Notin the acceptance of the term
as itapplies to the ordinary wielderof the
shovel and pick, but utilitarians. The
first impulse was that getting something
to do which would afford a living, and
the initial undertaking was the connec-
tion with the push-cart in purveying
bananas and other fruits. As explained
by one of the race, what one man did
which brought him in money another
would immediately copy.

Some found employment in the cot-
ton and woolen mills and their successes
moved others to seek the same kind of
employment. It was the same with re-
gard to taking up employment at one of

‘the large tool-making establishments in

this city. Then one or two branched out
as confectioners, hiring compatriots to
assist them. The latter gaining a knowl-
edge of candy manufacture set up shops
of their own, Some went into the restau-
rant and quick-lunch business and by
their successes encouraged others to get
into that line. Identically the same results
worked out in connections with boot-
blackening establishments, and it was
declared that whatever business might
hereafter be taken up it would sure to be

(continued on page 14)



Page 14

(continued from page 11)

adopted by others, There are now 75
restaurants in Providence controlled by
Greeks. Six confectionery establish-
ments are in operation and there are
dozens of fruit merchants.

This is for the reasons that there are
no idlers among the Greeks. For one to
be content out of employment is a rarity.
Long ago, comparatively speaking, the
Greeks discarded the push-cart and
sought more lucrative callings. Some
have obtained positions in the textile
industries that are netting as high as $20
per week, and it was knowledge of this
which caused a tidal wave of emigration
to set in Americaward just prior to the
beginning of war operations. When
hostilities cease the wave will again
sweep in this direction.

The Pawtucket colony felt the im-
pulse of prosperity and began the erec-
tion of the first church to be built in this
state by the Greeks just prior to the
Greco-Turkish imbroglio. The commu-
nity purchased a lot on George Street for
which it paid $1,000. Then it contracted
for the erection of a $4,000 edifice. This
was completed a few months ago and
$1,500 has been paid upon it.

As one of the parishioners of the
Church of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary declared, the re-
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mainder of the indebtedness will be
taken care of when the Turks have re-
ceived their final dressing down and the
victors retum to Pawtucket to take up
their usual vocations.

Prior to worshipping tin this edifice
the colonists assembled for religious
purposes in Carpenter’s Hall, North
Main Street. Following the custom
which had obtained in the Orthodox
Church the community requested the
Metropolitan at Athens of that Church to
assign them a pastor.

Acting under the power conferred
upon him by Patriarch Germanos V. of
Constantinople, the head of the entire
Orthodox Church, the Metropolitan of
Athens sent Rev. George Sakalariou to
Pawtucket. Papa George found in
Pawtucket a community of about 500
Greeks, These he organized into an ef-
fective church body- and as soon as con-
ditions would permit funds were solic-
ited for the purchase of a lot and the
erection of an edifice.

A few days ago Papa George re-
ceived word that he had been appointed
to a permanent pastorship.,

Papa George Sakalariou is a native of
Korinthos, Luce, Greece. He was or-
dained 15 years ago. Soon after, he came
to this country to officiate, his last loca-
tion before coming to Pawtucket being

at Peabody, Mass.

Attending mass at this church would
be a severe irial for one not accustomed
to the Orthodox Church seeing iktat there
are no sittings except for the very aged
and infirm, For three and one-half hours
the congregation stands while the im-
pressive service is conducted and Papa
George delivers the sermon. There is no
instrumental music: no selected choir.
The congregation renders all of the
music of the mass, the compositions
being those used in the Orthodox Church
from time immemorial.

The Pawtucket Greeks had antici-
pated establishing a school in which
their children might be educated, not
only in Greek, but in the English lan-
guage. There are about 30 children now
of the right school age and it was thoughi
that these could be gathered in some
room and given the kind of education
essential to success in this cosniry. If an
exclusively Pawtucket school could not
be established, then it was thought that
one could be opened in conjunction with
one in this city, the teacher to give his
services during the day time in one, and
in the evening at the other, But the war-
cloud appearing, the school project was
abandoned for the nonce, to be brought
up again which “Johnny Comes March-
ing Home,” or the equivalent (v that in
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the Hellenic war song, Providence had
two special night schools last year.
Those were city institutions. That at
Doyle avenue had 35 pupils, and that at
Point street, 50, Four teachers employed
who spcke English and modem Greek.,

Referring o the growth of the
Pawincket colony as well as the advance
upon this country by the Greeks, George
A, Vaka said that he was the first Greek
to come to this State and the first of his
race to set himself up in business in
Rhode Island,

Originally, he lived in Pawtucket.
That was in 1892, Prior to this he weni to
Lowell. That was in 1890, when he had
the lonesome consolation of knowing
that he was the only representative of
Greece in that city. he worked in the
Merimack Mills for a few days when,
formiug a dislike for that kind of em-
ployment, went to Bostor, wherz his
uncle was in the confectionery manufac-
turing business. He remained with him
long enough to get a useful understand-
ing of that trade and in 1891 drified 10
Atdeborg. The next year he came to
Pawtucket and in 1897 went to Won-
rocket, although he is still engaged in
business in Pawtucket. :

Thirteen years have elapsed since he
stood on the sidewalk in front of the
railroad station at Lowell and realized

. that there was not & person in that
city who could understand his
language. In the interim 10,000 of
his compatriots have flocked into

- that place and as many more have
taken up hownes in Boston.

The Providence Greeks wor-
ship in a little church on Smith
Street, near Candace, formerly
the property of a Swedish reli-
gious body. This edifice was pur-
chased two years ago last Decam-
ber. Pricr io this, and forneariy 10
vears, the tocal Gracks azseinbled
for worship in a hati on Exchange
Place. The Providence church is
designated in Greck as “O
Evangelismos Thi Theotokou,”
The literal translation of this
nomenclature is: “There will be
bom unto you a Son of God.” the
message delivered to Mary by the
angel Gabriel.

Rev. Archimandrites Germa-
nos, Papa Johnnou, is the pastor of
this church, He is a native of
Smyma in Asia Minor, where he
was born in 1881, He was edu-
cated in the high school of that
city and later attended the Theo-
logical School of Jerusalem,
where he was appointed a doctor
of divinity in 1904. Here he mas-
tered the Latin, Russian, Arabian,
Turkish and French languages.
After this, he was with his uncle,

" the Metropolitan of Myriofyton,
until he went on missionary serv-
ice in Asia Minor. he came to
Providence last year, having been
regulariy appointed 1o the Church
of the Annungciation by the Metro-
pole of Athens,

There are no Greeks in any of
the professions in this state, al-
though it is quite common to see
over the door of a bootblacking
place a sign to the effect that
“Professor” So and So is the pro-
.prietor of that establishment.
There are Greek lawyers in New
York and Philadeiphia, Boston
has several Greek physicians,
American physicians meet all the
requirements of the local Greeks
and in the very few litigations
they become involved in they and
plenty of lawyers to take their
causes under consideration,

It is asserted that almost never
is a Greek hauled into court for
intoxication or revelling upon the
streets. Often they make consid-
erable noise in their homes, par-
ticularly on Sundays; but as one of

(continued on page 27)



July, 1990

The Hellenic Calendar

Rhode Island Greeks...

(continued from page 14)

the explains, nothing wrong is intended.
They are simply following a home cus-
tom of assembling for the purpose of
singing and talking, and the noise they
indulge is merely racial ebullition coin-
cident with a period of relaxation from
all cares.

There are no social organizations
among the Greeks of Rhode Island, nei-
ther have they any beneficial bodies.
One, of the latter was started in
Pawtucket somewhere about 1905, but
when the financial depression of 1907
came on some of the members could not
see their way clear to keep up the assess-
ments and the organization went out of
business.

The only regular assessments col-
lected among them today are those for
the maintenance of religious worships.
These are met with such certainty that
there is never any doubt as to the ability
of the finance committee’s to meet every
obligation as it falls due,

In the earlier days of the Greek

immigration much was said concerning
the existence of a Padrones system,
especially among those who fitted up
boot-blacking places. It was asserted
that young men inducted to come to this
country practically held in bondage and
required to work at very low wages fora
year or two until they had requited those
who had paid their passage out. This
might have been the case to some extent
and it would not be unreasonable to
believe that it was so, seeing that similar
practices have obtained with relation to

immigration from other countries, but it
is declared by local Greeks that it is no
longer followed by them.

QOccasionally, it was explained, such
a charge is heard, but boiled down to
facts it is found that the allegation is
based upon jealousy on the part of the
proprietor of one of these “parlors”
toward the owner of another near-by, the
purport being to injure the latters’ busi-
ness,; oritmight be that it was based upon
a desire to obtain revenge for some real
or fancied slight or wrong.



